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President’s Report 
I have been your President for over 7 years now, and I do believe 
that last year was one of the most constructive I have seen during 
this time.  Thank you all for the support.  This Association is now 
recognised by its peers, as one of the most progressive of those 
remaining.  

Some of the committee will be changing this year, and I thank those 
who are repositioning for all their work, particularly Chris Ingram, the 
hard working Secretary over the last few years.  A big thank you to 
those magnificent remaining Veterans who support us when they 
can.  We do it for you, and for your mates who have gone before you. 

The 70th anniversary celebrations of the PNG campaign, are now a fading memory, but a pleasant 
one.  2/14 Battalion veterans Bob Iskov, Les Cook and Cyril Allender, went back up north as guests 
of the Australian Government, and did the Battalion proud.  Veteran Matt Power accompanied a 
group back to Balikpapan in Southern Borneo, and is looking forward to doing it all again in 2015, 
revisiting the forgotten battlefields of WW2.  One of those, Waite’s Knoll, has been rediscovered by 
the Group, and awaits our return. 

The Fern Tree Gully project has now been completed, a fitting tribute to the defenders of Australia 
along the Kokoda Track.  I urge you all to go out and have a look at what has been done, it will make 
you proud to be an Australian. 

The reunions, both in Victoria and Brisbane were outstanding successes, and my congratulations 
go to all the organisers of both these events. 

We are maintaining and expanding our association with The Shrine, The Heidelberg Repatriation 
Hospital, and the schools of Reservoir High, and Kingsbury Primary in Victoria, and Yandina 
State School in Queensland.  Students from Kingsbury Primary carried our banner in this year`s 
ANZAC Day March, and our association with this school has been formalised under the Shrine of 
Remembrance “Adopt an ex-Service Organisation” program.

You can now purchase pavers in memory of your loved ones, and have them laid at the magnificent 
Kokoda Memorial Wall in Cascade Gardens, Broadbeach in Queensland. 

Our Battalion history is being remembered and preserved; we are being written into the military 
history at The Royal Military College at Duntroon. 

The Web site has been revamped, and is now under the control of the Iskov family.  I thank Ben 
Edwards sincerely for getting it up and running.

And, of course, who could ever forget the magnificent Kokoda Concert staged with the Hawthorn 
Band, in July, at St Georges Church in East St Kilda. “Oh Danny Boy, the pipes the pipes are calling.”

Have yourselves a safe and happy Christmas.  If this Association is to survive into the 
future, it needs the support of everyone of you.

Till the next time, 
Michael Ralston
President.

MEMORIAL 
PAVERS

It’s not too late to order a memorial 
paver to be included in the 2/14th 
Battalion section of the Veterans of 
the Papua - New Guinea campaigns, 
Kokoda Memorial at Cascade Gardens 
in Broadbeach, Qld.

There are two types of pavers, the first 
is placed in the Honour Roll for men 
who made the ultimate sacrifice in the 
PNG campaigns.  Their surnames are in 
capitals on the paver.  The other type 
is for veterans of the PNG campaigns.  
The lettering of their names is in lower 
case.

The cost per paver is $60 including 
laying.  Orders can be placed  through 
Karen Brkic  03 9318 5394 or 
lydia_brkic@hotmail.com and general 
enquiries can be made to Craig Iskov 
0428 737788 or ckiskov@bigpond.com 

Orders for 2014 will close on June 30, 
2014.  
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I attended the funeral of Stan Dillon (NX171751)and delivered the military 
eulogy.   Seventh Division Association President, Dick Payten, gave the 
Ode and representatives from Revesby-Panania RSL placed red poppies 
on Stan’s coffin, draped with an Australian flag.  The Battalion was also 
represented at the funeral by Maree Larkins, Kenn Iskov, son of Bob Iskov,  
and spritely 89 year old 2/14th veteran, Ken Asgill (NX168913).  Ken has 
sold his butchery business to his sons and has moved to a retirement village 
in Towradgi.  ‘I’m still dancing my feet off’ says Ken.

2/14th ‘Middle East’ 
veteran George Russell 
(VX22775) is doing 
reasonably well at 92.  
He and his wife have 
recently moved to the 
Milford Nursing Home 
in Randwick, assisted 
by their daughter, Dr 
Susan Russell.  George, 
being in B Company, 
was good mates with 
Jim Coy.

Up in the Blue Mountains James Hudson (NX144358) is going well.  James 
not only served in the 2/14th Battalion but he also went on to serve in the 
British Commonwealth Occupation Force in Japan.

Hunter valley born and bred Gordon Marquet (NX130911), up in East 
Maitland is going well, still tending the garden.  He will be 91 next Anzac Day.  
Up to retirement in 1988, Gordon was for 25 years a stevedoring clerk for 
BHP at the Port of Newcastle. 

Also tending the garden well is ‘young veteran’ Les Cook (VX18984) down 
in Canberra.  Les was just 17 in the Middle East serving in Bardia, Greece 
and Crete as a Signaller.  He also served in New Guinea as a Sig, then late in 
the war transferred to the infantry and was posted to the 2/14th.  Les also 
served in the British Commonwealth Occupation Force in Japan.

95 year old 2/14th veteran, Brian Cooke OAM (NX97600) died on 8 
November.  He was a resident of the New Horizon Nursing Home at North 
Ryde.  His daughter appreciates the interest of the 2/14th Association and 
will keep in contact.  His obituary appears on page 4.

November 3 was Kokoda 
Flag Raising Day at the 
Kokoda Track Memorial 
Walkway in the Sydney 
suburb of Concord/
Rhodes.  I attended the 
ceremony and laid a 
wreath on behalf of both 
the Auburn RSL sub-
Branch and the 2/14th 
Battalion Association.

Ron Inglis

George Russell being tended by a French 
nursing nun while a POW in Syria

2/14 Battalion Plaque unveiling  ceremony 
at the rose garden, Kokoda Track Memorial 
Walkway.

They say a week can be a long time in politics, 
but back at the start of October, there was a 
week in the life of the Association that was 
every bit as eventful as a week in parliament.

It began when President Michael Ralston 
received a phone call from West Australian 
2/16th veteran, Phil Clover, telling him 
that Stan Bisset’s Military Cross was being 
advertised for sale on a Perth dealer’s web-
site for over $5000.  Emails flew around 
the executive committee.  What was going 
on?  Was it authentic?  Should we move 
immediately to buy it?

Queensland rep, Trevor Pryor rang Stan’s 
widow, Gloria, who assured him that she 
had Stan’s complete medal set, and she had 
no intention of ever parting with something 
she treasured so much.  She was, however, 
understandably upset at what seemed to be 
a gross misrepresentation.

Contact with the dealer, revealed he had 
acted in good faith, purchasing a clearly 
authentic medal from a dealer in England, 
with the intention of returning Australian 
heritage to its homeland.

Closer inspection of the medal on the 
dealer’s website revealed a likely explanation 
for its existence.  The medal, still in its 
presentation case, was inscribed on the 
back: Capt S. Y. Bissett, AMF, 1945.  A check 

with the Honours and Awards list on the 
Australian War Memorial website showed 
that two medals had been issued for Stan: 
one inscribed ‘Bissett’ in 1945 and a later 
one, spelt correctly with one T.  

I can well imagine Stan’s heartfelt response 
when, on receiving his initial award at 
Government House, Melbourne, he opened 
it to find his name misspelt.  No doubt, he 
handed it back with a few choice words, and 
awaited the provision of a correct one.

What happened to that initial medal when 
Stan returned it, is matter for conjecture.  
Was it returned to the United Kingdom, from 
whence it was issued; perhaps souvenired, 
to lie forgotten 

in a drawer for seventy years, until discovered 
by a later generation and put up for sale?

Or had it been, as suggested by a medals 
researcher affiliated with the Australian 
Defence Department, an item in a large 
consignment of unclaimed medals that went 
‘missing’ during a transfer operation between 
Melbourne and Canberra in the 1960’s.  We 
will probably never know.

Having developed an understanding of 
how the medal had come into existence, 
and concerned that it would continue to 
be misrepresented as Stan Bisset’s 
in the future, if left in public circulation, 
the Bisset family and the dealer came to 
an arrangement, whereby the family was 
able, with the assistance of the Battalion 
Association, and generous donations from 
some of its members, to purchase the medal 
at the price the dealer had paid to bring it 
to Australia.  With no wish to keep the item, 
themselves, the Bissets have donated it to 
the 2/14 Battalion Association archive.

In due course, a ceremony will be held in 
which the Association will formally loan the 
medal to the Shrine of Remembrance, where 
the wrong ‘un will be displayed alongside its 
true history, and the citation for which it was 
awarded.

Jill Bear

NSW REPORT

MILITARY CROSS MYSTERY

The misspelt Military Cross awarded to Capt. 
Stan Bisset
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Brisbane Visit

Brenda Inglis-Powell, daughter of Jock 
Inglis (VX48007) and sister of NSW rep, 
Ron, dropped in for a visit during October.  
Her mission was to embellish information 
in a book about her family by talking to 
a 2/14 veteran – and who better than 
Dudley Warhurst (VX15317).

Our visitor was amazed by Dudley’s memory 
as she asked about various theatres of 
battle through the Middle East and PNG.  
Dudley enjoyed recalling episodes about 
Jock and his work with renowned Salvation 
Army major, Albert Moore (B3/25).  

After an hour or so with Dudley, we called 
in for a quick chat with great battalion 
supporter, physio, author, sculptor, etc., 
Peter Dornan, who had reviewed the book 
for Brenda.

It was certainly a busy day for Brenda but 
one she felt was most worthwhile.

A Mate’s Passing

While it was a sad occasion, it was a 
pleasure to attend a fitting farewell for a 
good mate and supporter of the battalion 
in 39th Battalion veteran, Bill Bellairs.  
The chapel at The Southport School was 
filled with representatives of the many 
associations and groups to which Bill 
belonged and promoted.

Family and friends told tales that painted 
a picture of a dedicated family man and 
enthusiastic supporter of any group to 
which he belonged.  Bill was a regular 
attendee at the Qld Reunion and often 
concluded the day by calling for three 
cheers for the 2/14th because of its timely 
arrival at Isurava.

Bill was a great fellow and will be missed.

Yandina State School

I joined Gloria Bisset and the senior 
students from Yandina State School on 
an excursion to the local 2/14 Battalion 
Memorial.  The memorial is located in 
Tinarra Close, Maroochy River, on the side 
of Mount Ninderry, where the troops were 
camped while they underwent special 
training prior to going to PNG.

The students, who had recently visited the 
War Memorial in Canberra, listened to an 
extract from the Battalion history which 
explained the wonderful bond that grew 
between the soldiers and the people of the 
Nambour/Yandina district.  We then told 
them about the tough training that was 
undertaken and the social life provided by 
the district, that was a great distraction for 
the soldiers.

Finally, they were given a brief outline of 
the Owen Stanley Campaign and the vital 
role it played in the ultimate defence of 
Australia.  Teachers indicated that the 
experience was valuable as part of the 
school’s lead up to Remembrance Day and 
a follow up to their recent visit to the War 
Memorial  in Canberra.

Remembrance Day

On Remembrance Day, two students from 
Yandina, (and a mum, Maree), joined Gloria 
and I for a service at the memorial.  Alex and 
Tiana spoke of the reason for Remembrance 
Day and the need for young people to 
continue to be thankful for the sacrifice and 
service that has led to the life they enjoy 
today.  They did a great job.

Of The Others

Matt Power (VX16374) and wife, Bertha, are 
travelling fairly well.  Matt is recovering after 
health setbacks earlier in the year, but was 
eager to add information on the Yandina 
encampment.  Bertha, like most of us, was 
bemoaning the lack of rain, especially for her 
beautiful orchids.

George Priestly (QX52024) is obviously going 
well as I have a game of golf arranged with 
him towards the end of November.  In August, 
George joined George Palmer of the 39th 
in presenting the Kokoda Teams Trophy at 
the Redcliffe Golf Club. Club members were 
thrilled to have a representative of the two 
battalions present. 

Arthur Toombs (QX51763) has a busy time 
ahead as his wife Dot is not long home after 
having a hip replacement.  No doubt Arthur 
will handle things quite well – or at least 
follow instructions.  Get well soon, Dot.

Trevor Pryor

QUEENSLAND REPORT

Dudley Warhurst recalling the past for Brenda 
Inglis

Jim Stillman, George Palmer and Alan Moore 
of the 39th Battalion, join the guard of 
honour. (Photo Ross Darrigan)

Trevor Pryor, Gloria Bisset, Alex and Tiana on 
Remembrance Day.

Yandina State School students with Trevor 
Pryor and Gloria Bisset



OBITUARIES

219962/VX28343   SERGEANT  
COLIN FRANCIS BLUME

Army records in Canberra show that Colin Francis 
Blume was born in Eaglehawk on 26 October 
1915.  The family was living in Castlemaine when 
he enlisted in 38 Battalion, Citizens Military Forces 
on 12 February 1935, serving in B Company.  He 
was variously shown as being a butcher or baker 
on his CMF record.

The Defence Act precluded Militia troops from 
serving outside Australia so, when War broke out, 
Col transferred his enlistment to the AIF on 3 July 
1940 and marched in to the 2/14 Battalion on 
11 July 1940.  He was posted to 10 Platoon in B 
Company which was to see more than its share of 
action in the ensuing years of war.

The Battalion moved to North Africa to prepare 
defences for the expected German advance, but, 
before this advance occurred, the Battalion moved 
with the 7th Division to Palestine to prepare for 
an invasion of Lebanon and Syria.  Due to the 
strangeness of war, the Battalion would be fighting 
against the experienced French Foreign Legion 
and French Colonial troops.

B Company was in the lead as the Battalion made 
its way up the coast with 10 Platoon suffering 
casualties, including its popular commander, 
Lt Philip Ayton, being severely wounded as the 
Company crossed the Zahrani River. Swinging 
inland to attack Jezzine, the Platoon again suffered 
casualties as it led the attack against the position.

The Battalion turned again towards the sea to take 
part in a large-scale divisional attack against the 
town of Damour.  B Company was allotted a role on 
the flank to establish a protective roadblock and to 
capture a strongpoint on a nearby hill.  The troops 
at the roadblock drove off an attack by armoured 
vehicles whilst the remainder of the Company 
were successful in attaining the position on Hill 
567 after several attacks.

At last, the French surrendered and an armistice 
was arranged, resulting in an end to the Syrian 
Campaign, followed by an uneasy peace.  The 
Battalion had suffered many casualties but had 
performed well.  Col had survived his first battle 
with honour.

But it was not to last.  Japan entered the war in 
the East and the 7th Division was ordered back 
to Australia to face this new threat.  The Japanese 
had invaded New Guinea and Australia was 

directly threatened.  After a short break in Australia 
to recuperate and refit, the 7th Division was sent 
to Port Moresby to relieve the beleaguered CMF 
troops trying to stop the Japanese drive on Port 
Moresby along the Kokoda Track.

Here, a different type of warfare encountered, 
where the terrain, climate and health conditions  
were as much of a challenge as the enemy troops.  
The first major battle was at Isurava where the 
2/14 troops took over from the weary 39 Battalion 
who had borne the brunt of the early tropical 
fighting.  In fact, Col was the first of the 2/14th 
troops to make contact with the 39th, when he 
met and shook hands with Sgt Bill Guest; an event 
they were both present to recreate at the unveiling 
of the Isurava Memorial, in 2002.

Of the many brave deeds carried out at Isurava, 
none was braver than that of the men of 10 
Platoon on 28 August 1942.  Holding the high 
ground on the left flank, they were subjected to 
numerous unrelenting attacks on their position.  
The commander, Lieutenant Butch Bisset was 
continually moving amongst them during these 
attacks.  Raising their spirits whilst distributing 
ammunition and hand grenades, he was an 
inspiration.  But then, the unthinkable happened; 
Butch was mortally wounded by a machinegun 
burst.

Several of the men including Col, volunteered 
to carry Butch out, under intense fire, to the 
Regimental Aid Post.  Harried by the attackers, 
time and again they had to lay Butch down and 
fight off the Japanese with their rifles.  At last they 
were able to bring Butch to the RAP but it was all 
in vain, as he died later that night.

Outnumbered by vastly more experienced enemy 
troops, the Battalion retreated, along with the 
other Australian battalions – fighting hard all 
the way.  They lost many more at Brigade Hill 
but still they fought until, at last, the Japanese 
were broken.  It was only now, that Col and his 
comrades were allowed to rest; but only for the 
time being.

The Japanese then retreated all the way back to the 
northern beaches of Buna and Gona determined 
to make a stand until they could be in a strong 
position to make another attempt to capture Port 
Moresby.  Combined forces including brigades 
of the 6th and 7th Divisions and an American 
Regiment were making hard going against the 
determined Japanese defenders.

Col, by now promoted to Corporal and a Section 
Leader in 10 Platoon, was part of a weakened, 

half strength 2/14 Battalion contingent, ordered 
back into battle at Gona.  Generals MacArthur 
and Blamey were anxious for the position to be 
taken without delay and attacks were ordered 
without the opportunity for the enemy positions 
to be identified and reconnoitred.  Attacks on the 
evening of 28 November 1942 and the following 
day against heavily camouflaged and unidentified 
enemy positions, saw heavy casualties including 
Col, who was wounded on 29 November.  He 
was able to return to duty after his wound was 
dressed and he led a number of patrols during 
the remaining period until the beachhead was 
secured and the Battalion could return to Australia 
in early 1943.

The Battalion remained in Australia until mid 
1943 when it returned to Port Moresby for the 
Markham Ramu Campaign and flew to Nadzab 
in the Markham Valley on 15 September 1943.  
By now, Col was Platoon Sergeant of 10 Platoon, 
as the Battalion pursued the retreating Japanese 
through the major valleys until they stopped and 
made a stand at Shaggy Ridge.  10 Platoon played 
a support role in the battle, that saw the Japanese 
again defeated, whereupon the Battalion returned 
to Australia.

Like many of his comrades, the tropical conditions 
took their toll and Col suffered from the debilitating 
effects of malaria and dysentery.  He marched 
out of the Battalion on 12 January 1945 and was 
discharged from the Army on 1 August 1945, just 
before Peace was declared in the Pacific.

After the War, Col was an active member of the 
Association attending many reunions and ANZAC 
Day marches.  He was on the Committee for 
many years and represented the Association at 
numerous functions until his health began to fail in 
recent years.  He was an outstanding gentleman, 
always had a cheery smile and a good word for 
everyone.

He will be greatly missed.

NX97600  PRIVATE BRIAN COOKE 
OAM

Contrary to his 
military record, 
Brian Cooke was 
born in Sydney 
on 3 December 
1918. (as with 
many Aussie 
diggers, Brian 
added a few years 
to his age on 
enlistment). His 
father, a tailor, 

was a Gallipoli veteran, having served in the New 
Zealand Division in the Dardanelles campaign.

On the outbreak of war Brian was called up into 
the militia. On 1 August 1942, he enlisted in the 
AIF and just on a year later was posted to the 
2/14th Battalion. The 2/14 Battalion records 
show that on 6 August 1943, Brian marched in to 
the Battalion whilst it was boarding the troopship 
HMT Taroona at Townsville for movement to Port 
Moresby for the Markham-Ramu Campaign.  He 
was posted to 18 Platoon in D Company to rebuild 
the Company after it had suffered over 50% battle 
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The sun flashes, just as Col Blume and Bill 
Guest re-enact their wartime greeting at 
Isurava.
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casualties and many more losses from malaria, 
dysentery and scrub typhus during the Kokoda and 
Gona campaigns.  

With the United States airborne landing at Nadzab 
in the Markham Valley, securing the area and 
commencing the Markham-Ramu campaign, 
the 2/14th  Battalion’s role, after flying in to 
Nadzab, was to secure the right flank in the Atzera 
Mountains.  D Company led this advance, suffering 
casualties from enemy fire whilst crossing the Busip 
River.

Moving up the Markham Valley, D Company 
suffered further casualties at Wampun near Kaiapit 
whilst supporting the Battalion Headquarters but 
accounted for 26 of the enemy in the attack on 
the position.  In the Ramu Valley, the Company 
supported the A Company attack on Pallier’s Hill, 
near Shaggy Ridge, where further casualties were 
suffered.  Active patrolling to contain the enemy 
became the Company’s main role until the Battalion 
was rested from the successful Campaign.

On return to Australia the Battalion was undergoing 
amphibious training in the Townsville area 
anticipating a proposed 7th Division role in the 
US seaborne invasion of the Philippines.  At the 
last minute this was changed with the Americans 
deciding to go it alone and the Seventh Division 
was redirected to Borneo. At this stage Brian, sick 
with the usual range of tropical diseases plus 
pneumonia, was desperate to go with his mates 
on the operation but he collapsed trying to pass a 
fitness test. Brian marched out of 2/14 Battalion on 
15 February 1945.  He was eventually discharged 
from the Army on 4 February 1946.

Brian had served in the 31 Australian Infantry 
Training Battalion, at the Infantry Reinforcements 
Jungle Training Centre, in the 2/14th Infantry 
Battalion, at 216 Australian Supply Depot and in 41 
Australian Supply Depot Platoon.

He was awarded the 1939-45 Star, the Pacific Star, 
the War Medal 1939-45, the Australian Service 
Medal 1939-45 and the Returned from Active 
Service Badge.

Throughout the post war years, Brian was an 
active member of the RSL, the Seventh Division 
Association and the 2/14th Battalion Association, 
even as his sight deteriorated over the last 15 years 
of his life. Brian never missed the Anzac Day March 
and, in 2005, was awarded the Medal of the Order 
of Australia for his work supporting the veterans’ 
community.

Even when he was well into his eighties, Brian was 
a volunteer veteran at the Kokoda Track Memorial 
Walkway at Concord and he was present with other 
2/14th veterans when, in 2011, they unveiled a 
plaque honouring the 2/14th.

Brian passed away on 8 November 2013.
Lest we forget.

N444873/NX171751   PRIVATE STAN 
REGINALD DILLON 

According to Army records Stan was born in Bondi 
Junction on 6 November 1924 and enlisted in the 
Citizens Military Forces (Militia) on 20 September 
1942 at St Ives. 

After service with the 
CMF in Australia on 
local Defence duties, 
Stan transferred to the 
AIF and was posted 
to 2/14 Battalion.  
He marched in to 
the Battalion on 4 
July 1944, while it 
was stationed at 
Kairi (pronounced 
Kear-eye),  on the 
Atherton Tableland, in 
Queensland and was 

posted to 12 Platoon in B Company. 

The future role of the Australian Army was uncertain 
at this time, with General MacArthur initially 
indicating he wanted 7th Division to assist in the 
invasion of the Philippines.  The Battalion undertook 
training around Townsville to prepare them for 
seaborne landings however, MacArthur changed his 
mind and wanted to keep the Philippines Campaign 
solely a US operation.  A new task had to be found 
for the Australians and so the invasion of the island 
of Borneo was planned.

21 and 25 Brigades were allocated the task of 
landing and securing the oil town of Balikpapan.  
On 1 July 1945, the Battalion waded ashore from 
landing craft and commenced securing the town 
and surrounding area.  B Company led the advance 
to capture Sepinggang airstrip and then supported A 
Company on the advance to Manggar airstrip.

Once Manggar was secure, patrols were then sent 
out into the surrounding areas to bring them under 
control.  It was on one such patrol on 7 July 1945, 
sent out to locate and destroy an enemy mortar 
position, that Stan was wounded.  The patrol was 
to be coordinated with an artillery bombardment 
which, unfortunately, fell amongst the members of 
the patrol, killing four and wounding another eight 
including Stan.  The wounded were located late that 
afternoon but had to spend the night in the bush 
until carried back to Battalion the next morning.

Stan left the Battalion in the islands on 1 September 
1945 after the end of the war and was discharged 
from the Army on 24 September 1946.

Stan returned to Sydney from Borneo, married 
Trish and settled in the suburb of Revesby. Ably 
supported by Trish, Stan was an active member of 
several ex-service organisations. For many years, in 
the city Anzac Day march, Stan was in the colour 
party carrying the 7th Division banner and the three 
battalion flags of the 21st brigade, 2/14th, 2/16th 
and 2/27th   battalions.

Stan was an active member of the Revesby-Panania 
RSL sub-Branch and of the 2/14th Battalion 
Association and attended what functions and 
pilgrimages he could.  In 2009 he helped unveil the 
Battalion Plaque at the Australian War Memorial.  
Stan also served as a veteran volunteer at the 
Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway in the Sydney 
suburb of Rhodes, where a plaque honouring the 
2/14th Battalion was unveiled in 2011.

We salute Stan Dillon, a man who served his country 
in war and peace.

EVENT CALENDAR

2013 - 2014

2nd Committee Meeting
Sunday, 1st December 2013, 
11.30 am
East Malvern RSL

3rd Committee Meeting
Sunday,  2nd  March 2014, 
11.30 am
East Malvern RSL

Wreath-laying Service
Wednesday, 23rd April 2014,  
11.00 am
2/14 Battalion Tree,  
north-west corner
The Shrine of Remembrance

Annual Reunion – Melbourne
Wednesday, 23 April 2014
(Details TBA in March 
Comradeship)

ANZAC Day March
Friday, 25th April 2014
(Details TBA in March 
Comradeship)

Yarra Valley Legacy ANZAC 
Service for Local Schools
Wednesday, 30th April 2014,  
11.00 am
(date to be confirmed)
Ferntree Gully National Park

4th Committee Meeting
Sunday, 1st June 2014
East Malvern RSL

Reunion – Queensland
Thursday, 31st July 2014, 
10 am – 4 pm
Riverside Receptions,  
Oxley Drive, New Farm
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23rd August: Reservoir High
Once again the students at Reservoir High 
impressed those members of the Battalion 
Association who attended the annual Bruce 
Kingsbury Memorial Ceremony, with their 
appreciation of the role the Battalion played 
in the defence of Australia in 1942.

Recipient of the 2013 Bruce Kingsbury 
Scholarship, Jennifer Phan, spoke with her 
usual vibrance, of what the occasion meant 
to her.  This was followed by some year 7 
students who shared their responses to what 
they had learned about Bruce Kingsbury.  
This included the reading of a moving poem, 
Bruce Kingsbury VC,  written by Mike McArthur 
following his journey over the Kokoda Track.

(Mike has written quite a few poems that 
make interesting reading, and can be found 
on-line at http://www.kokodatrail.com.au/
forums/index.php?showtopic=1486)

As the Association’s speaker at the event, 
Chris Ingram shared some of Bob Iskov’s 
stories from the hardships he had experienced 
on the battlefield at Gona.

Howard Cornish contributed his always 
moving rendition of the Last Post and Rouse, 
to conclude the service, which  was followed 
by the laying of a wreath at the school’s  
memorial tree. 

23rd August: Austin Health
Rob Winther, once again, welcomed us to the 
chapel at Austin Health (Heidelberg Repat),  

for our second memorial service for the day.  
President Michael Ralston retold the story 
of the rediscovery of the Isurava battle site, 
and the realisation of the vision of the 2/14 
Battalion Association Committee of the time, 
to have a lasting memorial erected on the site.

The reading of the names of those killed in 
the Owen Stanley Campaign, and the wreath 
laying in the Memorial Garden brought the 
ceremony to a fitting close.
We were regaled with delicious and much 
appreciated refreshments at both venues.  
Thank you to all involved in the organisation 
of both events.

25th August: St George’s 
Church Service

Thanks to the Armstrong family show 
of strength, the Battalion had about 11 
representatives, in attendance at the annual 
“Healing the Wounds of War” Memorial 
Service.  Sgt Guy Price, 6 Health Support 
Company, shared his experiences on his two 
deployments as a preventative medicine 
technician in Iraq.  In this role, he was 
responsible to provide advice on aspects 
of healthcare to support and maintain the 
health and well being of those deployed in 
the region.  In particular, he worked to identify 
environmental and occupational health 
threats, thereby minimising disease and non-
battle injury casualties.

Dave Robinson, who had worked with us so 
effectively on the Kokoda Concert, played 
theTrumpet Voluntary, and Elvala Ayton, 
supplied the flowers, in memory of her late 
husband, 2/14 Battalion veteran, Phil Ayton.

22nd September: Shrine 
Pilgrimage

Following the Association AGM, there was 
a good turn-out for the Annual Shrine 
Pilgrimage, including veterans Bob Iskov and 
Cam Thompson.  This year it was made even 
more special by the attendance of a large 
contingent from Kingsbury Primary School.

Gavon Armstrong read the names of the 
Fallen from the Battalion, this year, including 
their full names, rather than just initials; and 
once again, Howard Cornish did splendid 
service as our bugler.

At a function following the Pilgrimage, the 
special relationship that has existed between 
the 2/14 Battalion Association and Kingsbury 
Primary School for many years, was formally 
recognised under the “Adopt an Ex-Service 
Organisation” programme.  Hayley Berkout, 
from the Shrine presented Barbara Hinsley, 
principal of the school, with a certificate in 
recognition of the adoption.

From Darren Benson, our 
Geelong rep.

On the 25th August, the annual Geelong 
‘Kokoda Campaign’ Memorial Service was 
held at Osborne House in North Geelong.  
Although the weather was not the best there 
was still a healthy turnout of about 100 
people.  This was the second time I had 
attended and, as was the case the first time, 
it was a great event and the speakers made 
for interesting listening.  Unfortunately, I did 
not manage to meet up with anyone else from 
the Association, but tried to keep an eye out 
for anyone wearing the Battalion colours.  I 
would encourage anyone who is able to, to 
come along next year.  I would love to hear 
from anyone requiring any further information 
on the Association or any upcoming events in 
Geelong (phone: 0424 179 017).

MEMORIAL SERVICES

Reservoir High students sharing their work 
on Bruce Kingsbury

The Memorial at Isurava

Students from Kingsbury Primary, with a 
Shrine Guard and Michael Ralston

Veterans Bob Iskov and Cam Thompson 
enjoying afternoon tea

Chris Ingram, Michael Ralston and veteran, 
Cam Thompson, inspect the students’ 
projects.
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Following the action at Pallier’s Hill on 11 
October, 1943, described in the  September 
issue of Comradeship, and having suffered 
severe defeats at the hands of the 21st 
and 25th Brigades, the Japanese went on 
the defensive, taking up the high ground 
5000 feet above sea-level, astride Shaggy 
Ridge and the Kankiryo Saddle.

The ultimate intention of the Australian 
forces, was to push ahead to recapture 
Japanese held  Madang, but at this stage, 
the concurrent advance by the 9th Division 
along the north coast was held up at 
Finschhafen and Sattelberg, and the 7th 
Division brigades had to remain in the 
Shaggy Ridge area until a combined coastal 
and inland thrust could be effected.

The campaign in the Shaggy Ridge area 
became a war of artillery, mortar and 
machine-gun fire, and of patrols trying to 
find the routes the enemy was using to 
withdraw and to locate any enemy who 
might attempt to outflank or mount a rear 
attack on the Australian forces.  For the 
most part, the Japanese avoided contact 
with these patrols, though evidence of 
their recent, hurried departure was often 
discovered.

On 20 October, Major Phil Rhoden arrived 
to take over temporary command of the 
2/14 Battalion; ultimately promoted to the 
rank of Lieutenant-Colonel and on-going 
command on 26 November.  He would 
continue in that role, with distinction, until 
the disbandment of the Battalion after the 
end of the war.

The conditions of the campaign are typified 
by the number of evacuations through 
illness, mostly dengue, scrub typhus and 
malaria.  By the time the Battalion took 
up position further forward, on John’s 
Knoll, on 28th November, there had been 
seven hundred and forty-two  medical 
evacuations.  Not without cause, this area 
of the Ramu Valley was known to the local 
inhabitants as Death Valley.

On 15th December, the Battalion was 
relieved and moved to a reserve area 
known as the Lakes, where they were able 

to have a relaxed Christmas Day, including 
a dinner of poultry with vegetables, followed 
by plum pudding, courtesy of an air drop 
from the American Aircraft Squadron based 
at Gusap.  In stark contrast to the previous 
Christmas,  spent in the swamps at Gona, 
the troops participated in a sports carnival 
and regatta during the afternoon.

On New Year’s Day, 1944, the Battalion 
commenced a period of patrolling the areas 
around the Ioge and Evapia Rivers, while 
other units began the full scale attack that 
would eventually see the Japanese cleared 
from Shaggy Ridge by the end of January, 
1944.

Following four months of arduous climbing, 
patrolling and skirmishing, the Battalion 
returned to Port Moresby on 8 January, 
1944.  While it had not suffered high 
numbers of battle casualties during that 
period, the conditions had taken their toll 
in others ways.  Nine hundred and fifty-
eight had been evacuated through illness 
or injuries, of whom four hundred and 
eight had returned during the course of the 
campaign.

Jill Bear

Permission to Use the Service Emblem for Private 
Memorials

When preparing a headstone for a loved one who was a serviceman or woman, the family may wish to 
acknowledge that service by the use of the AIF (Rising Sun) badge, under which the loved one served.  In order 
to do so, you must have a Letter of Permission which identifies the person as a former member of the Australian 
Armed Forces.  For World War II personnel, this Letter can be obtained on-line in the following manner.

•  Log on to the World War 2 Nominal Roll, maintained by the Department of Veterans Affairs at  
http://www.ww2roll.gov.au/

•  Identify the service person using their name or service number.
•  Click on “permission for use of service badge for commemorative purposes” which is the final dot point on the left hand side, 

above the service record.  This will lead you to information about the use of the service emblem, with a button for printing a Letter 
of Permission at the bottom of the page.

•  Print the Letter of Permission and supply it to the foundry or monumental mason who is preparing the memorial.  The person’s 
service name and number will be included in the memorial.  Rank and unit can also be inscribed, when that information is 
supplied by the family.

70 YEARS AGO
Ramu-Markham Campaign

The steep mountains give way to the flat plain 
of the Ramu Valley

Looking towards Guy’s Post along the Faria 
River.

Sgt Sandy Perkins, Lt Neville Young and Pte 
Ernie Morris of A Company in their home 
made craft Bruce Kingsbury VC
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Around The Traps 
The Committee of the 2/14 Battalion 
Association was pleased to vote unanimously 
in favour of the election of Matt Power to 
Life Membership for his representation and 
promotion of and service to the Battalion 
Association over many years.  The award will 
be presented to Matt the next time when 
President Michael Ralston visits Queensland 
in early December.

Cyril Allender (WX13895) from WA is 94 
but still goes dancing 3 times a week to keep 
fit.  He was originally with the 2/16 Battalion, 
but along with a few others, was transferred to 
the 2/14 when he arrived in the Middle East.  
Last year he was one of our 2/14 members 
who was honoured to travel to Papua New 
Guinea for the 70th anniversary of Kokoda.

The Battalion Association was well represented 
at the funeral of Col Blume.  Michael 
and Elaine Ralston, Bob Iskov, with his 
daughter, Chris Ingram, Jill Bear, Annette and 
Colin Coy, and Darrel and Cameron Clark all 
made the trip to Castlemaine to farewell Col.  
The ceremony honoured a man of dignity, 
humility and honour, who had spent his life 
caring for others.  During the tumult of the 
battle at Isurava, Col made a promise that 
if he survived, he would lead a better life; a 
promise that he kept by showing interest in 
and concern for everyone with whom he came 
in contact.  Col died peacefully in his sleep, 
two days short of his 98th birthday.

Martin Hook was in PNG in October at Kokoda 
helping the Kokoda Track Foundation (KTF).  
The KTF is building Kokoda College, a tertiary 
college to train primary school teachers and 
health workers for the communities along the 
Track.  As a builder and carpenter by trade, 
Martin volunteered to help run the project 
with them for a month, and his son Joshua, 
who is also a carpenter, was there for two 
weeks.  Below is their GoFundraise link if any 
members of the 2/14th Association, would 
like to contribute, as they had to raise $3,000 
each for their own expenses. 

http://makingadifference.gofundraise.com.
au/page/HookM
You can read more about the college at http://
kokodacollege.com/

Leonora, wife of Jim Coy, passed away on 13 
October.  She is now reunited with her Jimmy, 
whom she had asked after every day since his 
death in May.  Like Jim, Leonora had spent her 
whole long, life as a member of the parish of 
St Peter & St Paul, South Melbourne.

A new book by Brian 
Freeman and Tony 
Park entitled Walking 
Wounded, may be of 
interest to readers.  
It tells the story of 
a Kokoda Track 
journey completed 
by veterans of 
the Afghanistan 
campaign who are 
suffering physical or 

mental injuries from their time in action.  
The foreward is by one of the trekkers, Sean 
Mulqueen, nephew of Association president, 
Michael Ralston.

Also recently 
published is a book 
about the life of 
2/14 Battalion 
veteran, William 
(Jock) Inglis 
( V X 4 8 0 0 7 ) , 
written  by his 
daughter, Barbara 
I n g l i s - P o w e l l .  
Entitled Soldiers in 
Different Armies,  it 
tells Jock’s story, 
including his time 

as batman to Salvation Army representative, 
Major Albert Moore.

In the past, some of you may have made a 
donation to a fund for the erection of a statue 
of Bruce Kingsbury.  Following a long 
period of indecision and inaction on the part 
of Darebin Council, the Kingsbury Society is 
now in discussion with the City of Stonnington, 
and hope the statue will be unveiled ready for 
ANZAC Day next year.

Pauline Baker is keen to talk to anyone 
with memories of 2/9th Australian 
General Hospital, while it was located 
near Hombrom Bluff in the area known as 17 
Mile, at Port Moresby, for some research she 
is undertaking.  If you would be willing to talk 
to her about your experiences at the hospital, 
please contact the editor (03 9889 3466).

Does anyone recognise this soldier below?  
History teacher, John Lambert is keen to 
give him back his identity.  The photo was 
taken in Geelong and ‘found’ in Central 
Victoria.  It displays the 2/14th colour 
patch as it was from May until October, 
1940.  Contact the editor ( 03 9889 3466 or  
jillebear@gmail.com) if you can shed any light 
on the matter.


